CHAPTER  XXIV
THE  CLIMAX
The day which would determine failure or success
had come. Before the sun set on June 4th,
Norton and Somervell, or one of them, would
either stand on the summit of Mount Everest
or have to withdraw, once more baffled. The
weather conditions were as good as they could
ever be. The day was nearly windless and bril-
liantly fine. Alas ! now that the weather was
favourable the men were exhausted. They were
not the men they might have been if they could
have started fresh from Camp I, and come leisurely
up the glacier gradually acclimatizing themselves
on the way and leaving all the gruelling spade
work to be done by others. Norton always did
hold, before the Expedition left England, that
more climbers were required. And more climbers
would have been sent if the susceptibilities of the
Tibetan Government had not to be considered.
Four more climbers would have meant many
more transport animals for one thing. And the
Tibetan Government were already suspicious of
the size of these annual expeditions.
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